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The Messenger

is published monthly for the congregation and friends of Faith Ev. Lutheran Church. It’s purpose is to provide
information regarding all areas of congregational news and to offer enlightening articles.

Anyone wishing to contribute articles, please contact Pastor Neumann either in person or at the following email address: pastorjoelneumann@gmail.com. Newsletter deadline: The submission deadline is the next-to-the-last Sunday of each month.

January 2019

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a
man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and
bought that field” (Matthew 13:44)

One of North America’s
biggest diamond mines was
discovered in a very unlikely
place – in the far north of Canada. Up until a few years ago
you couldn’t even give the land
away. Composed almost entirely of granite covered by a
glacier, it has some of the
world’s harshest weather and
sparsely populated countryside. But at times some of the
most worthwhile things come
to those who look past the exterior and take a closer look.
That’s wise advice.
Jesus had similar advice in a story he once told. It
was about a man on a walk
who found a valuable treasure
hidden and buried in a dusty,
dirty field. An ordinary field is
definitely not the backdrop
Hollywood would pick for a
movie about a hunt for buried
treasure. There is nothing
glamorous about a dirt field,
and that’s just the point. The
man would never have found

the treasure had he not taken
a closer look beneath the plain
surface.

It’s easy to miss things.
Jesus didn’t have the most
glamorous life. He was born in
a barn beside a Bethlehem hotel with a no vacancy sign out
front. He worked with his
hands as a carpenter and
spent most of his life around
common people. Nothing special, you might say, just like
that dirty, barren little field. But

wait, take a closer look.
When you dig below the
surface of Jesus’ simple lifestyle, there is a great wealth of
treasure. At Jesus’ birth, angels sang him lullabies and
kings brought him presents to
mark the entrance of the Savior into the world. Some of
those common fellows with
whom he hung around became his disciples, bringing a
message of renewal and joy to
the world. By his death you are
given forgiveness for every rebellions sin and failed attempt—and from the guilt that
comes along with them. What
is more, by Jesus’ rising from
the grave you are given the
treasure of life forevermore in
the joy of heaven. And every
day of your life you don’t need
to worry or be afraid because
Jesus promises to watch over
you and provide for your
needs. Now those are true
treasures!

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES SUMMARY
DECEMBER 17, 2018
OPENING DEVOTION

The meeting opened at 6:30 p.m. with Pastor Neumann
leading us with a devotion based on Psalm 17.
ATTENDANCE
Pastor Neumann, Garrett Jessie, Jerry Kirchman, Brad
Rahmlow, Dale Jessie, Cody Heller, Grady Severson.

•

•

ELDER’S REPORT

•

•

Transfer
• Nicole Stelter (to Ascension Lutheran ChurchPlymouth, MN) - Motion, seconded and confirmed
(MSC) to recommend to Congregation.
• Todd and Alisa Volk (to Christ Lutheran ChurchNorth St. Paul) - MSC to recommend to Congregation.
Non-member baptism
• Anthony John Rogers (11-27-18)

PASTOR’S REPORT
Pastor presented a statistical report for the months of October and November. MSC to approve. He reported concerning?
• Bible Class
 The Sunday morning and Wednesday evening
Bible Study titled “To the Ends of the Earth” is
winding down. A new Bible Study on the book of
Revelation will be starting soon. It will start on
Wednesday, January 9 in Black River Falls and
Sunday, February 3 in Cataract.
 Pastor will be beginning a Bible Instruction Class
on Thursday, January 10, at 7:15 p.m. in Black
River Falls.
• Worship
 A special youth Sunday will be held January 13
 A special Mission Festival Sunday will be held
January 27. This Mission Festival service will be
a joint service between our two locations. Service
will be held at 9:30 a.m. in Black River Falls. The
mission Bible Class/Presentation will be at 10:45
a.m. And a potluck will be held at 12 pm. The
Mission Festival speaker will speak to the work
being done through Institutional Ministries. A
door offering to support this ministry will be taken
that day.
• New Beginnings – A Home for Mothers
 In February, a mission festival speaker will be
here to talk about Christian Life Resources. An
arm of this organization is called New Beginnings
– A Home for Mothers. This ministry helps unwed
mothers, abused mothers, and soon to be mothers. They give them a place to stay. They teach

•

•

them how to be mothers. They council
them from God’s Word. The Ladies Aid
wanted to support this ministry by making
use of “Change for Life” baby bottles.
Baby bottles will be made available so
they can be filled with change.
Christmas Crafts for Kids
 25 children attended Christmas crafts for
kids – 11 of our members and 14 nonmembers.
Prison Ministry
 Pastor updated the council on his work at
the Jackson County Institution.
First Tuesday of the Month
6 – 8:30 pm – 50 minute Bible
Class and 3 (30 min. each)
pastoral visits
Third Tuesday of the Month
1 – 4 pm – 6 (30 min. each) pastoral visits
6 – 8:30 pm – 50 minute Bible
Class and 3 (30 min. each)
pastoral visits (these three are
the same one I see on the first
Tuesday of the month)
Fourth Tuesday of the Month
1 – 4 p.m. – 6 (30 min. each) pastoral visits (these 6 are different gentlemen than I see on
the third Tuesday of the month)
The Pastor asked the church council if we wanted to have another joint picnic between our two
locations this summer. The council unanimously
agreed to do so and chose Sunday, June 30 as
that date. Service will be in Cataract this year.
Pastor asked if the council would grant him the
Sunday’s of July 14 and 21 as vacation Sundays. The request was granted.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Cody presented a financial report showing a net
loss of $17,255.97. MSC to approve in addition to the Budget vs. Actual report and the
Faith Alive Pledge.
SPECIAL REPORTS
Outreach Committee-Reviewed Outreach Committee report
• Property Committee-Parking lot repairs-short
discussion held regarding quality of the work being poor on the seal job in BRF.

2019
Schedule of Events
Sponsored by Faith Lutheran Church, FiSH is a social group geared toward recreational activities for
adults, single or married, younger or older. Feel free to invite you friends!
We’ll meet the second Saturday of each month, usually from 6-8 p.m. at the BRF church building.
With ALL of our activities, experience is NEVER required – come and learn and have fun!

2019 Date:
January 12

Activity:
Jackbox Games
(online group games)

Time:
6-8 pm

Notes:
Bring an electronic device (tablet, iPad, smart
phone, laptop, etc.)

Euchre

6-8 pm

This is a classic Midwestern card game!

March 9

Win, Lose, or Draw

6-8 pm

We’ve got big, beautiful whiteboards…

April 13

Pegs & Jokers

6-8 pm

May 11

Dartball

6-8 pm

June 8

Bocce Ball

6-8 pm

A lawn game of balls

5-7 pm

Bring $8 for a great steak sandwich dinner!

February 9

July 13

August 10
September
14
October 12

Jackson County
Beef Cookout
The Settlers of
Catan
BRF Scavenger
Hunt
Campfire

November 9 Mexican Train

6-8 pm

14

Progressive
Christmas Dinner
Party

us from Texas
Seriously, a combo of darts & baseball – but
no running or catching ☺

A strategy game that is easy to learn.
Called "the board game of our time."
You’ll drive around BRF in teams, looking

6-8 pm

for an eclectic assortment of information
(e.g. ID the 3 animal species represented at Mill’s Park)

6-8 pm
6-8 pm

•

December

A hybrid board & card game, coming up to

start at
5 pm

We’ll have s’mores, hot dogs, etc. – bring a
lawn chair
A dominoes game, played with “Diener’s
rules” this year ☺
We’ll travel to several of our member’s homes
for different courses, plus a white elephant
gift exchange

If you have questions, talk with Ken & Carolyn Diener, Brad & Annette Markhardt, or
Church Council minutes continued on next page

Pastor Neumann

From the Library
The Bible Story section of our church library located in
the Fellowship Hall at the BRF location has the book, 120 Bible Stories. This collection of Bible stories was written especially for 8-12 year old children to help increase their familiarity with God's Word. This book reviews God's Old Testament promises to send a Savior and shows how those promises are fulfilled in Jesus. Each story includes discussion
questions, a memory verse, and a full color illustration.
There are also maps, a time line, and a glossary in the book.
To checkout, write the date, your name and the name
of the book/DVD/CD in the notebook on the shelf.
To return, put the book/DVD/CD into the basket on
the shelf and cross out your entry in the notebook.

OLD BUSINESS
• Strategic Planning was done for the upcoming
budget and methodologies were presented by Cody Heller.
• Outreach Committee Budget tabled until budget
meeting in January.
NEW BUSINESS
• Discussion was had about church security on Sundays. The question was raised as to whether we
could/should be doing more in light of the tragedies
that have been happening in society. It was decided to contact the Sheriff for his ideas.
• Red Creek Elementary called Pastor and asked if
we would be willing to serve as a meeting place for
students in the case of an active shooter; as well as
during active shooter drills. The consensus was we

FISH ACTIVITY
January

CHANGE FOR LIFE
“Dear children, let us not love with words or

6-8pm
Jackbox Games
Online group games

tongue but with actions and in truth.” 1John 3:18

THE CHANGE FOR LIFE PROGRAM IS HERE!
Our congregation is participating in the Change for Life program to help support mothers and babies
at New Beginnings. What a joy it is to honor the birth of Jesus by blessing others! Since 1993, New Beginnings has provided a place for a single mother and her child to live, learn to care for her child, and, most
importantly, learn about God and the salvation he provides in Jesus.
Pick up a baby bottle from the white table or countertop in the gathering area and have everyone in
your household fill it with their spare change on a daily basis.
On or before February 17, return the filled bottle to church where the money will be collected and
sent to help the mothers and babies at New Beginnings.

New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers
Thank you for supporting this ministry!

www.homeformothers.com

Bring an electronic device (tablet, iPad,
smart phone, laptop, etc.)
FiSH is a social group geared toward recreational activities for adults, single or married,
younger or older. Feel free to invite your
friends!
If you have questions, talk with Ken & Carolyn Diener, Brad & Annette
Markhardt, or Pastor Neumann

MISSION FESTIVAL

•

would love to help the school and community in this
way. The one question raised was what happens
when Pastor isn’t here. Pastor was asked to contact
Laura Simonson and see what could be done about
that.
Council Candidates for the upcoming voters’ meeting
were discussed.

ADJOURNMENT
• The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. with Pastor leading us in the Lord’s Prayer
• Next Council meeting on January 14, 2019 at 6:30 pm
in BRF.
Recorded By Brad Rahmlow

LADIES OF FAITH – HOSPICE QUILTS
The Ladies of Faith—under the
guidance of Laurie Goetzka—will
be getting together two times over
the next 3 months in order to make
Hospice quilts.
The first date is January 26, 2019 (second date—
March 9, 2019). Things will start at 9 am in Black River
Falls and ladies can come at any time and can work until
any time.
This invitation extends to all of the ladies of our
congregation—both locations. Here are a few other things
to know:
◊

Lunch will be served by means of a simple pot luck (so
bring a dish to pass).

◊

If you have a sewing machine and are willing to sew,
please bring it.

◊

We will also be needing scissors, ironing boards and
irons.

(SPECIAL SERVICE TIME)
January 27 9:30 am BRF– joint service
We will be having a special mission festival preacher and Bible Class presenter on Sunday, January 27.
Please NOTE the below!
1) This will be a joint service held at Black River Falls. Service will start at 9:30 a.m. that morning.
2) There will be a Bible Class Presentation on Institutional Ministries at 10:45 a.m. (A brief explanation and history of prison ministry is found in this newsletter)
3) A door offering will be collected to support Institutional Ministries after service that day
4) A potluck will be held after the Bible Class at 12 noon. Look for more information in the weeks to come about
what to bring.

MEETINGS THIS MONTH

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT

Outreach Committee – Sunday, January 13 @ 12:30 p.m. in Black River Falls

Do you want to have a really great marriage? I’m pretty sure that
most people would answer that question with a yes. But how do you go
about having that great marriage when there are so many things that are
constantly trying to sabotage your relationship?
That’s where these little Marriage Enrichment events come in. Each
time we gather together we let God and his Word direct us in the way to
have a really great marriage. So far we have considered: Understanding
Marriage#Knowing Each Other; Marital Oneness – What It Is and How to
Keep It; Removing Barriers To Marriage and Oneness (Part 1).
Our next Marriage Enrichment event will continue to look at Removing Barriers to Marriage and Oneness as we tackle Part 2. This will be held
on Friday, February 1 at Black River Falls. Here again are the details of
how that night is arranged.
6-7 pm—Marriage Enrichment from God’s Word
(This will take place in the fellowship hall of our Black River Falls location)
7-9 pm—Date Night!
(Babysitting will be provided at church from 6-9 p.m. You are asked to be
back to pick your child(ren) up by 9 pm and may be asked to give $5 in
gratitude for the babysitters time)

Church Council – Monday, January 14 @ 6:30 p.m. in Black River Falls
Congregational Voters’ – Sunday, January 20 @ 11:30 a.m. in Black River Falls
Faith Teachers – Sunday, January 27 @ 6 p.m. in Black River Falls

PRISON MINISTRY ( A LITTLE INSIGHT TO OUR MISSION FESTIVAL AT THE END OF THE MONTH)
Mission Statement: We share Jesus with people impacted by incarceration
About us
Our mission is to bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to people who are serving time in jails and prison.
We provide Bible correspondence courses, Bibles, and other printed spiritual materials for inmates
free of charge. We also provide leadership training for lay Christians and pastors who are interested
in beginning or expanding a jail or prison ministry.
WELS Prison Ministry is active on a number of fronts. Through a central office at New Ulm, Minn., a
small staff utilizes the services of hundreds of volunteers to manage a ministry-by-mail program that
has reached more than 80,000 inmates. Volunteers are needed to accomplish a variety of services:
preparing regular mailings; correcting Bible correspondence tests returned to our office by inmates;
and serving as pen pals to inmates.
WELS Prison Ministry is mission work. Most inmates are unchurched and many are searching for answers to spiritual questions. Opportunities to witness for Christ abound in prison ministry.
Brief History

NEW BIBLE CLASSES
Revelation
The Book of Revelation:
The beast, the dragon, the hallelujah chorus. What do these things all
have in common? They can all be found in the last book of the Bible. Join us
Wednesday, January 9 in Black River Falls as the Bible class begins its study of
the book of Revelation. We will meet at 7 p.m. Learn how to properly interpret
this fascinating book and be strengthened in your faith as you wait for the Lord’s
return.
Bible Instruction Class:
A Bible Instruction Class is meant for members and non-members alike.
It gives members a chance to review the biblical truths they learned in confirmation or instruction class and it gives non-members the opportunity to learn what
God’s Word says and what we teach here at Faith. A new Bible Instruction
Class will be beginning on Thursday, January 10 at 7:15 p.m. in Black River
Falls. Keep your eye open to see if another class begins soon too.

Wednesdays 7pm
BRF
Beginning Jan 9

Bible
ible Instruction
Class
Thursdays 7:15 pm
BRF
Beginning Jan 10

Ministry to those in prison has always been part of church work (Hebrews 13:3). Our prison ministry
became organized during the twentieth century when churches began to find ways to share the ‘love
of Jesus’ with those confined to institutions. In Wisconsin, this cooperative effort grew into Wisconsin
Lutheran Institutional Ministries (WLIM).
What started as a ministry to church members who were in prison quickly came to include outreach
with the gospel to other prisoners as well. In 1993 our efforts to minister to prisoners took a great
step forward when the Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors (OWLS) assisted WELS Special Ministries in launching a nationwide ministry in providing religious material to prison chaplains and inmates. This effort was carried out by hundreds of volunteers. Bible correspondence courses and Bibles were distributed, and a pen pal program was started. Due to rapid expansion of the program, the
WELS voted at its 1999 convention to call a full-time administrator. WELS Prison Ministry has produced and distributed materials to over 1,300 facilities throughout the United States.
WELS Prison Ministry now also prepares mentors for released offenders and trains church teams to
conduct ministries for inmates of local jails. We continue to share Jesus with these troubled people
through our Bible study correspondence courses, our pen pal program, face-to-face ministry, and
mentoring. Today the WELS Prison Ministry and WLIM work together in providing material, training,
and support in reaching souls serving time in prisons and jails throughout the United States

